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Period for Reply 

- Failure to reply within the se. or extended parfcX ^ S ' X (6) M °"™ S from th « mai ««9 ■*» of this communication. 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the maE SSJ^S? apP ' ,Cat,on to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b) 9 * communica »«»>. e ^n if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 

1)12 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 September mru 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)S This action is non-final 

3) D s,nce this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayie, 1935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) I2 Claim(s) 1-29 and 32-35 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) 1-29.32-35 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawings filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85{a) 
1 nn ;;; la ^ ent H d 7 ng Sheet < S > includin 9 the «°n is required if the drawing) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 
1 DD The oath or declarat.on is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(aWd) or (f) 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: { l 

1 -□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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- 1 ) El"Notice of References Cited "(PTO-892} 

2) □ Notice of Draftspereon's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/om 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

conditions and requirement o! mis Me ' * 3 Paten * therefor > sub j ect to » e 

Claims 1-29 and 32-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 1-29 and 32-35 show a series of steps which are grounded in the abstract 
idea of, for example, conveying, determining, and completing. The broadly recited 
steps do not recite sufficient computer structure that are within "technological arts". 
Therefore, they do not satisfy the statutory requirements of 35 USC 1 01 . See In re 
Toma, 1 97 USPQ 852 (CCPA 1 978). 

The changes to fix this issue are relatively minor. For example, Claim 1 could be 
re-written so that a step read - determining an exchange rate, over the electron.. 
network, of the local currency ... -. (also change "a network" in the preamble to be - an 
electronic network-. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-29 and 32-35 are rejected under 35 USC 101, but would be allowable if 
rewritten to resolve the 1 01 issues as suggested by the examiner. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Cuff whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0610. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 to 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on (703) 308-5183. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



November 29, 2004 



